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IMPORTANT 

This  file  constitutes  a  part  of  the  official  records  of  the 
National  Park  Service  and  should  not  be  separated  or  papers 
withdrawn  without  express  authority  of  the  official  in  charge. 

All  Files  should  be  returned  promptly  to  the  File  Room. 

Officials  and  employees  will  be  held  responsible  for  failure 
to  observe  these  rules,  which  are  necessary  to  protect  the 
integrity  of  the  official  records. 


NEWTON  B.  DRURY, 


U.   S.  GOVERNMENT   PRINTING  OFFICE 


Director. 
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Summary  of  the  January  19t|S  Monthly  Narrative  Report  for 
XgLLOWSYQlS  NATIONAL  PARK 

Temperature  extremes,  -£6°  to  Ul°.  -I460  at  Lamar 
and  Test  Yellowstone  on  27th.  Sara  period  6th  to 
8th  melting  considerable  enow. 


XWEKVICS  TRAINIMGi 


INSPECTIONS* 


PLANS,  MAPS  AHD 

—mnzrr-' — 

QSSERkL  PUBLICITY: 


?a  5© 


Supt.  Rogers  Denver  and   Omaha  official  duty; 
Johnston  Acting  Superintendent.     Johnston  and 
Skinner  to  Montana  Wildlife  Federation  meeting  at 
Great  Falls.     Condon  to  Omaha.     Wohlbrandt  and 
Wiggins  to  Custer  B.   N.  M.     Mr.   and  Mrs.  Joffe  on 
month1  s  vacation  in  California. 

Mattson  to  Omaha.     Johnston,   LaNoue,   Wohlbrandt  and 
Robinson  to  Livingston  Chamber  of  Commerce  banquet. 
Buffalo  reduction  and  research  program  begun  19th. 
Buffalo  operations  Sunday  25th  viewed  by  I50  -  200 
visitors.     Supt.  and  Mrs.   Luce   of  Custer  B.   N.  M. 
here  26th  to  31st.     ?fohlbrandt  and  Luce  to  Helena 
27th. 

Total  727  i»n  hours,   breakdown  listed  by  subject. 
Regular  weekly  news  letter* 

Janes  G*   Cole,   Biologist,  Region  Two,   N.P.S.,   and' 
Dr.   Don  R.   Coburn  and  Srnest  iidiger,   Fish  &  Wildlife 
Service,    Bowie,  Maryland,   here  in  connection  with 
buffalo  operations.      *'eldon  B.  Robinson,    Biologist, 
Fish  *  Wildlife  Service,   Donver,    in  for  coyote 
research.     Reclamation  snowplane  in  south  entrance  on 
20th  for   snow  and  water  measurements  at  Canyon. 

Work  on  Yellowstose  and  Custer  Master  Plans. 


19U7  Superintendent's  Annual  Report  distributed. 
lilt, 000  Yellowstone  broadsides  on  hand.     19^3  broad- 
side dummy  submitted.     Word  received  unlikely  to  be 
any  printed  present  appropriation;   if  later,   then 
probably  1947  issue.     Material  to  Billings  (Jasette 
on  buffalo  and  to  Casper  Tribune  Herald  on  19^P  park 
facilities. 


83TAT8  G3TIHU 

HHT  yiHMTHASHCI 

[VH33  Xfl AH  JAUOITAM 

OT8WOJJHY 


TVEaMSTTlIflaqUS 


■ 

- 
- 

■ 

... 

- 

I 

.    .    . 


■ 

-  -      •  ■     « 

■ 
- 

:  .  - 


MAINTENANCE: 


IS*  CONSTRUCTION: 


CONC3S3IONSRS, 


INT  Cr  PR  ST  17  5 
SSRVICBi 


MUS30M  ACT  17 II I  53 

AKB  saffllBH^: 

RESEARCH  AND 
OBSERVATION: 


Extra  heavy  snow  removal   on  road  23rd  &  2i4.th; 
12"   at  Mammoth  end  30"   at  Cook©.      Icy  conditions 
with  much  sanding  neoessary.     Two  asphalt  delivery 
tanks  moved  onto  newer  trucks*     Maintenance  force, 
three  men.     Redeo oration  on  Buildings  7  and  36. 

Third  temporary  house,   Aoct.  I4.OI,   nearly  complete. 
Projects  43I  &  452.  Mammoth  residences,   80$  complete, 
awaiting  wallboard  delivery. 

Huntley  Child,   Jr.,   Secretary,   Yellowstone  Park  Co., 
in  7th  and  26th.     Dr.   demons   on  month's  vacation; 
replaced  by  Rita  MoDermott,   R.    N. 

Weekly  movies  at  Canteen  and  special  correspondence 
on  park  features. 

Rehabilitation  work  on  rook  exhibit  trays  for  Norris 
and   Old  Faithful  museums. 

Trip  made  to  Lamar  by  Park  Naturalist  to  observe 
buffalo  operations  and  take  pictures.     Considerable 
work  on  J?lace  Names   file. 


Page 
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NATURAL  HISTORY 
ASSOCIATION; 


Difficulty  in  seouring  librarian,   Yellowstone  Library 
and  Museum  Association.     Association  to  pay  for  book 
and  periodical  binding  to  be  done.     ?t Yellowstone 
Nature  Notes"   prepared   for  multilithing. 


INCREASE  OR  DECREAS  5 
IN  TWIT. 


Road  open  from  north  to  northeast  entrances 
of  i+39  visitors   in  219  vehicles. 


Total 


ranger  Basics. 


WILDLIFE  &   FISH 
CULTURAL"  ACTIVI- 


TIES -  ANTELOPE:     range 


Antelope  census,   bison  oensus,   bison  reduction  opera- 
tions, and  protection  patrols  claimed  large  portion  of 
rangers1   time. 

Antelope  oount   on  6th,  twelve  observers  participating. 
/4O9  antelope  counted  on  northern  Yellowstone  winter 


BISON: 


Census   in  Lamar  -  Lower  Yellowstone  River  area;   5UU 
counted.      Fifty-four  live  shipments.     Slaughter  opera- 
tions begun  22nd.     By  end  of  month  107  slaughtered  and 
71  carcasses  disposed  of  to  Indian  agencies. 

Dr.  Don  R.  Coburn  and   Ernest   Sdiger,   Fish  &  Wildlife 
Service,   conducted  Brucellosis  tests.     Stated  that 
satisfactory  progress   indicated  in  Brucellosis  reduc- 
tion.    New  facilities  at  Lamar  helped  materially  in 
operations. 
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SLK: 


FCRC£T  FIRE  1*0- 


TRAILS  s 


P3ESS0UKSL: 


KISCSLLAKISOUS . 


Heavy  migration  to  areas  north  of  park. 
Gracing  difficult  due  to  heavy  snow  and  to  ice 
conditions  resulting  from  thaw  early  in  month. 

Annual  Forestry  Report  to  Region.  Memo  to 
Region  tentatively  scheduling  fire  school  and 
suggesting  subjects,   fwo  Osborne  fire  finders 
and  two  pneumatic  flame  throwers  ordered.  Letters 
sent  some  prospective  fire  eontrol  aids. 

170  copies  of  pocket  manual  for  trail  maintenance 
prepared.   Trail  equipment  inventories  and  trail 
equipment  requirement  reports  submitted  to  Park 
Engineer. 


Ladd  S.  Shorey,  Francis  P.  Roy lance  and  John  M. 
Banfield  transferred  to  Bureau  of  Reclamation, 
Riverton,  Wyoming,  January  10,   A'illard  M.  Chase 
transferred  to  Yellowstone  as  Purchasing  Clerk,  CAF-?» 
from  Zion  National  Park  January  22.  Robert  J.  Carr 
promoted  to  Property  Clerk,  CAF-U*  January  25 •        7 

Annual  election  meeting  of  National  Federation  of 
Federal  &aployses  January  5*  Window  draperies 
placed  in  the  Mammoth  Chapel*  Annual  meeting  of 
Federal  Credit  Union  January  2i+j  election  of 
offioers.   Son  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  A* 
Biastoch.  7 
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UNITED  STATES 

DEPARTMENT  OF  THE   INTERIOR 

NATIONAL  PARK  SERVICE 

YELLOWSTONE  NATIONAL  PARK 

YELLOWSTONE  PARK    WYO. 

FICE  OF  THE  SUPERINTENDENT  i  v.l..-w<  w  l  wmi,    rnun'    vv  i  v^. 

MaiORAJSDM  for  the  Director. 


February  9»   19U8. 


Following  is  the  report  of  activities  for  Yellowstone  National  Perk 
during  the  month  of  January  19^8* 

leather  Conditions.     The  weather  was  characterized  by  temperature  extremes, 
rarying  from  a  high  of  2+1°  on  the  7th  to  -26°  on  the  27th  and  by  generally 
stormy  weather  with  frequent  high  winds*     A  warm  period  occurred  on  the  6th. 
7th  and  8th,  melting  a  large  amount  of  snow  and  causing  the  remainder  to  settle 
and  freese  hard.     The  total  precipitation  for  the  month  was  1.33"  as  compared 
with  0.63"   in  19U7.   1.13"   in  19U6,  3.146"   in  19U5  *nd  3 •99"   in  19UU*     The  lowest 
temperature  in  the  park  was  -i+6°  at  both  Lamar  and  West  Yellowstone  on  the  27th. 
Only  five  days  during  the  month  were  above  frees ing. 

Snow  depths  from  various   stations  in  the  park  this  month  are  as  follows t 
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Wast  Yellowstone 
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liO" 

37" 

22" 

12" 

83" 

The  water  content  of  the  snow,  as  taken  from  snowcourse  readings,  and 
compared  to  the  depths   is  above  normal   for  this  time  of  year. 

Special  Activities.     Superintendent  Rogers  was  away  entire  month  of 
January  on  official  duty  in  Denver,   Colorado,   and  Omaha.  Nebraska.     Assistant 
Superintendent  Johnston  was  Acting  Superintendent. 

Acting  Superintendent  Johnston  and  Assistant  Chief  Ranger  Skinner  attended 
the  Montana  wildlife  Federation  meeting  held  at  Great  Falls,  Montana,  January 
10. 

Park  Naturalist  David  deL.  Condon  departed  January  10  for  Omaha  on  assign- 
ment in  the  Region  Two  office  and  returned  January  18. 

Park   Sngineer  ^ohlbrandt  end  Master  Plumber  Wiggins  left  January  13  for 
Custer  Battlefield  National  Monument,   returning  the  following  evening. 

Assistant  to  the  Superintendent  Joffe  and  Mrs.  Joffe  left  the  park  January 
16  for  a  month* s  vacation  at  Death  Yalley  and  Berkeley,   California. 
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Resident  Landscape  Architect  Frank  B.  Mattson  departed  January  17  for 
Ctoaha  in  connection  with  development  plans  for  Old  Faithful,  West  Entrance, 
and  'est  Thumb  areas,  and  returned  to  the  park  January  26. 

Acting  Superintendent  Johnston,  Chief  Ranger  LaNoue,  Park  Engineer  Wohl- 
brandt  and  Master  Mechanic  Robinson  attended  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  banquet 
in  Livingston  the  evening  of  January  19 • 

The  buffalo  reduction  and  research  program,  including  testing,  vaccination, 
live  shipments  to  other  areas,  and  the  slaughter  and  disposal  to  Indian  agencies 
of  surplus  animals,  was  started  January  19  and  continued  into  February*   Opera- 
tions were  carried  on  Sunday,  January  25,  and  about  150  to  200  employees  and 
residents  of  Mansaoth  and  nearby  communities  visited  the  area* 

Superintendent  and  Mrs.  S.  t<  Luce,  of  Custer  Battlefield  National  Monu- 
ment, entered  the  park  January  26  and  departed  January  Jl« 

Park  Engineer  Philip  H.  Vohlbrandt  of  Yellowstone  and  Superintendent  £.  S. 
Luce  of  Custer  Battlefield  National  Monument  departed  January  27  for  Helena, 
Montana,  to  confer  with  State  Highway  Department  officials.   Superintendent 
Luce  also  attended  business  with  regard  to  removal  of  burials  from  Ft.  Harrison 
to  Custer  Battlefield. 

In-Service  Training.   Protection  Division  In-Service  Training  included 
a  total  of  727  man  hours.  The  Protection  Division  training  officer  spent  1214. 
man  hours  working  on  training  outlines  and  conducting  training  classes. 
Training  outlines  are  now  prepared  and  ready  for  use  on   checking  station 
operations,  highway  patrol  operations  and  use  of  firearms  in  law  enforcement 
work.  A  breakdown  by  hours  of  the  training  accomplished  is  as  follows: 
Checking  Station  Operations  79»  Firearms  Use  and  Law  lSnforoement  I48,  Firearms 
Training  Practice  U6t   Wildlife  Census  9,  Wildlife  Management  181+,  Winter  Ski 
Patrols  216,  and  In-Service  Training  Outlines  Preparation  32. 

The  Yellowstone  Weekly  News  Letter  has  been  multilithed  and  distributed 
regularly  by  the  Protection  and  Naturalist  Divisions. 

Inspections.  James  g.  Cole,  Biologist,  Region  Two,  in  January  11  in 
connection  with  buffalo  operations ;  out  January  23.  Dr.  Don  R.  Coburn  and 
his  assistant,  Ernest  Sdiger,  Patuxent  Researoh  Refuge,  Fish  and  Wildlife 
Service,  Bowie,  Maryland,  in  January  10  in  correction  with  buffalo  studies 
and  operations;  out  January  28.  Weldon  3.  Robinson,  Biologist,  Wildlife 
Research  Laboratory,  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service,  Denver,  Colorado,  in  January 
7  in  connection  with  coyote  tagging  and  research;  eut  January  20.  Reclamation 
Service  officials  in  20th  by  snowplane  via  South  Sntranoe  to  make  snow  and 
water  measurements  at  Canyon;  out  same  day. 

Plans,  Maps,  and  Surveys.  Some  study  was  made  of  the  Ouster  Battlefield 
and  Yellowstone  Master  Plans.  Very  little  drafting  and  drawing  work  was  done 
during  month. 
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General  Publicity.     Fifty  copies  of  the  Superintendent's  Annual  Report 
for   1947  were  multilithed  and  distributed  on  January  5»     A  total  of  111*, 000 
Yellowstone  broadsides  were  on  hand  at  the  end  of  the  month.     The  Yellowstone 
national  Park  broadside  was  revised  for   I9I48  and  submitted  January  13  to  the 
Region  Two  office  for  review.     Word  was  received  that  it  was  unlikely  that  any 
more  broadsides  can  be  printed  under  present  appropriation  and  that  if  any  are 
printed  they  will  probably  be  of  the  1'9"U7  issue.     Upon  request,  material  was 
prepared  and  photographs  submitted  for  an  article   on  the  buffalo  reduction 
operations  to  be  used  in  the  Sunday  feature  section  of  the  Billings  Gasette. 
This  material  was  published  in  the  issue  of  January  25.  Upon  request  of  the 
Casper  Tribune  Herald,   some  material  was  prepared  on  January  16.    summarising 
facilities  available  for  visitors  during  the  caning  season. 

Maintenance.     Snow  removal   operations  were  about  normal   for  the  month  with 
the  exception  of  a  very  heavy  snow  storm  the  23rd  and  2i*th  when  approximately 
12  inches  of  snow  fell  at  Mammoth  and  JQ  inches  at  Cooke.     This   snow  was  removed 
by  push  plows,   but  the  road  had  become  so  narrow  in  the  Cooke  area  that   it  was 
necessary  to  widen  by  rotary  plow.     Icy  conditions  prevailed  throughout  the 
month  and  heavy  sanding  was  necessary.     Two  of  the  asphalt  delivery  tanks  are 
being  removed  from  old  White  trucks  and  being  placed  on  Diamond  T  trucks  secured 
from  Army  surplus.     Maintenance  force  consists   of  two  permanent  mixed  gang 
foremen  and  one  permanent  heavy  equipment   operator* 

Job  201-8,   Residence  (Bldg.   No.   7)»  Maumoth — Five  rooms  were  papered  and 
woodwork  and  floors  redecorated.     Two  rooms  were  painted.     Job  201-2l|.,    Office 
and  Quarters  (Building  No.  36) ,  Mammoth — Two  additional  rooms  on  baok  of  first 
floor  painted  and  work  started  on  redecorating  Chief  Clerk's  office. 

New  Construction.     Temporary  Houses,   Account  i+01,  Mammoth — Third  of  three 
temporary  houses  complete  with  exception  of  some  plumbing  fixtures,   oabinets 
and  painting.     Projects  U31  *&&  43^,  Residences  at  Mammoth,   are  about  8C# 
complete,   awaiting  delivery  of  wall  board. 

Concessioners.     Huntley  Child,   Jr.,   Secretary,   Yellowstone  Park  Company, 
was   in  ihe  park  from  Helena  for  oonference  on  seasonal  operations  January  7 
and  January  26. 

Dr.  Tom  demons,   resident  physician,   left  January  11  with  his  family  for 
a  month's  vacation.     Miss  Rita  HcDeraott,   registered  nurse,  was  assigned  to 
duty  here  during  his  absence* 

Interprotive  Services.     There  were  no  interpretive  services  conducted  by 
the  Naturalist  Division  other  than  the  regular  weekly  movie*  which  are  carried 
on  in  the  Mammoth  Canteen  and   the  preparation  of  special  correspondence 
answering  letters  of  inquiry  concerning  park  features  and  their  significance. 

Museum  Activities  and  gxhlbits.     Some  work  was  done  on  the  rehabilitation 
of  rock  exhibit  trays  for  the  Norris  and  Old  Faithful  Museums.      It  is  anticipated 
that  considerable  work  will  be  done  during  the  month  of  February  and  March  on 
these  and  other  projects  pertinent  to  the  museums. 
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Fcsearoh  and  Observation.   One  trip  was  made  to  the  Lamar  Unit  and  the 
Lamar  Valley  area  on  the  26th  for  the  purpose  of  observing  bison  reduction 
operations  and/make  pictures  of  the  same.   It  was  very  cold  on  this  day  with 
temperatures  ranging  well  below  zero  and  oonsiderable  difficulty  was  experienced 
in  getting  satisfactory  operations  from  cameras  used.  Considerable  work  was 
done  on  the  Place  Names  file,  especially  with  respect  to  the  classification  and 
filing  of  cards. 

Natural  History  Association.  The  Yellowstone  Library  and  Museum  Associa- 
tion is  still  continuing  their  efforts  to  secure  the  services  of  a  librarian 
and  so  far  inquiries  to  the  Universities  of  Denver,  Coloradoj  Salt  Lake  City, 
Utah;  and  other  institutions  have  proved  fruitless.  However,  two  inquiries 
which  are  out  with  respect  to  candidates  for  employment  have  not  been  answered 
and  a  favorable  response  may  be  secured  from  them. 

The  Association  anticipates  paying  for  the  book  repairs  and  book  binding 
which  we  anticipate  having  done  by  the  Dieter  Bookbinding  Company  immediately 
after  the  first  of  February.  This  will  include  the  binding  of  quite  a  number 
of  books  and  periodicals. 

The  "Yellowstone  Nature  Notes"  dummy  was  prepared,  all  materials  edited, 
and  it  is  anticipated  that  this  publication  will  be  smltilithed  during  the 
first  week  of  February. 

Increase  or  Decrease  in  Travel.  The  only  road  open  for  travel  was  between 
the  north  and  northeast  entrances,  which  is  kept  open  all  winter.  A  total  of 
1+59  visitors  in  219  vehicles  entered  the  park  as  compared  with  607  visitors  in 
235  vehicles  for  the  same  month  last  year.  The  decrease  in  travel  is  largely 
attributed  to  unfavorable  weather  conditions  and  also  due  to  the  earlier 
closing  of  the  big  game  hunting  season  outside  the  park,  having  closed  Decem- 
ber 18  this  season  as  compared  to  mid-January  last  season. 

Ranger  Servioe.  Wildlife  management,  including  an  antelope  and  bison 
census  and  the  bison  reduction  operations,  claimed  a  large  portion  of  the 
rangers1  time  during  the  month.   3leven  rangers  were  used  in  the  antelope 
oensus  on  the  6th,  and  eleven  on  the  bison  count  on  the  I5th  and  16th.  Corral- 
ling operations  of  the  bison  started  on  the  11th  at  Lamar  and  the  first  live 
shipments  were  made  on  the  21st.   Slaughter  operations  started  on  the  22nd. 
Many  man  days  were  put  in  by  the  ranger  personnel  in  connection  with  the  bison 
operations,  which  will  continue  into  February. 

Regular  protection  patrols  covered  a  large  portion  of  the  accessible 
areas  along  the  park  boundaries  as  well  as  the  interior  of  the  park.   In  con- 
nection with  the  patrols,  the  annual  waterfowl  census  was  conduoted  in 
cooperation  with  the  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service*  snow  was  removed  from  govern- 
ment buildings;  snow  courses  were  read;  wildlife  conditions  observed,  and 
snow  depths  recorded. 
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Wildlife  and  Fish  Cultural  Activities.     AMPaJLQPfi.      On  January  6,   twelve 
observers,    inoluding  one  representative  of  the  Gallatin  National  Forest, 
made  a  count   of  the  antelope  on  the  northern  Yellowstone  winter  range. 
The  area  covered  included  all  known  antelope  winter  range  within  the  park 
and  outside  the  park  as  far  down  the  Yellowstone  River  Valley  as  Carbella. 
Total  count   for  the  entire  area  was  i+09.     This  count  was  made  after  j?8 
animals  had  been  removed  by  trapping  and  ahipment  to  other  areas   for  restock- 
ing purposes. 

During  the  reduction  operation,   carried  on  December   16-20,    I9I4.7,    one  of 
the  Montana  Fish  and  Game  Department   observers  flying  with  the  airplane  pilot 
estimated  that  the  herd  remaining  outside  of  the  trap  did  not   greatly  exceed 
U00.     This   estimate  was  found  to  be  quite  accurate  by  the  later  count  by  men 
on  the  ground  which  was  made  when  census  conditions  were  favorable.     It  is 
belisved  that  the  count  is  a   fair  appraisal  of  current  numbers. 

BISON.     19^8  Census:     The  annual  census   of  the  bison  in  the  Lamar  - 
Lower  Yellowstone  River  area  was  taken  on  January  15  and  16.     Sleven  observers 
covered  the  winter  range  of  these  animals   and  counted  a  total  of  27U»     At 
that  time  270  bison  were  in  the   oorrals  at  Lamar,  making  a  total  of  5^44  £0** 
the  entire  area.     Removal  of  3k  hy  live  shipments  and  the  anticipated  slaughter 
of  181  animals  will  reduce  the  figure  to  509  by  the  end   of  the  current  reduc- 
tion operation. 

Live  Shipments:     The  shipment   of  live  bison  was  resumed  this  year  and  a 
total  of  54  animals  were  disposed  of  by  this  means.     These  animals  were 
removed  by  trucks   from  the  corrals  at  Lamar  Unit  after  being  tested  and 
vaccinated.     Receivers  of  the  animals  and  the  number  shipped  aro  shown  below* 

State   of  Wyoming: 

Jaokson  Bole  Wildlife  Park  ....  20 
Thermopolis  State  Park  .     2 

Gene  Clark,    Independence,   Kansas.    ...   12 
Lee  Thompon,   Cora,  Wyoming.    .....    .  20 

Total   live  bison  shipped.    .    .  5k 

Slaughter:     The   first  bison  were  trapped  in  the  corrals  at  Lamar  on 
January  11  and  by  the  close  of  the  month  a  total  of  39®  animals  had  been 
captured.     Although  the  early  efforts  to  corral  the  bison  were  not   success- 
ful, the  later  success   of  the  operations    was    most  gratifying,   especially  in 
view  of  the  fact  that  no  feeding  was  done  at  Lamar  last  year  and  very  little 
the  past  few  years  to  attract  the  animals  to  the  vicinity  of  the  corrals. 
Slaughter  operations  commen«ed  on  January  22  with  two  butchers  doing  the  work 
on  a  contract  basis.     At  the  close  of  the  month  107  animals  had  been  slaughtered 
and  71  carcasses  disposed  of  to  Indian  Agencies  which  sent  their  trucks  to 
Lamar  for  the  meat  and  hides.     Mature  bulls  and  old  cows  were  selected  for 
slaughter  but  the  large  number  of  animals  to  be  disposed  of  will  make   it 
necessary  to  take  some  younger  ones   in  order  to  reach  the  number  previously 
determined  for  disposal. 
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Brucellosis  Control t     Dr.  Don  R.   Coburn  and  his  assistant  Mr.   iSrnest 
Sdiger  of  the  Pish  and  Wildlife  Service  arrived  in  the  park  on  January  10. 
Actual  testing  was  delayed  until  January  19  in  order  to  oapture  more  animals 
for  testing  and  shipment  or  slaughter.     Dr.  Coburn  tasted  158  animals  before 
leaving  the  park  on  January  2>  for  Wind  Cave  National  Park.     Blood  samples 
will  be  collected  from  all  animals  slaughtered  after  Dr.  Coburn' s  departure 
and  results  of  the  disease  investigations  will  not  be  available  for  some  time. 
Dr.  Coburn  expressed  the  opinion  that  the  results  achieved  this   far  indicate 
very  satisfactory  progress   in  reducing  brucellosis   in  the  buffalo  of  the 
Lamar  area. 

The  new  physical  facilities,   including  corrals,  chutes,  buffalo  squaese 
and  killing  pen  worked  very  well  and  contributed  materially  to  the  success 
of  the   operation.     The  new  squeeze  was  designed  and  oonstruoted  by  Assistant 
Chief  Ranger  Curtis  K.  Skinner,   who  also  planned  the  new  layout   at  Lamar  and 
supervised  the  actual  construction. 

i2LK.     asrly  in  January  approximately  3,000  elk  were  concentrated  in  the 
Lanar  Valley  near  Lamar  headquarters  but  no  other  large  concentrations  were 
observed.     Use  of  the  lowest  parts  of  the  winter  range  inside  the  park  was 
light  as  rather  large  numbers  of  elk  are  reported  to  have  drifted  to  ranges 
north  of  the  park  boundary.      By  the  end  of  the  month  the   large  Lamar  concen- 
tration had  broken  up  into  smaller  bands,  many  of  which  had  migrated  down 
the  Lamar  and  Yellowstone  Rivers. 

Temperatures  were  comparatively  high  for  the  first  ten  days  of  the  month 
and  chirook  winds  which  were  recorded   on  the  6th,   7th  and  8th,   caused  the 
snow  to  settle  rapidly.     Lower  temperatures  which  followed  caused  the  forma- 
tion of  a  hard  crust  on  the  snow  over  the  winter  range  and  made  foraging  very 
difficult  for  the  elk  and  other  grazing  animals.     Heavy  snowfall  was  recorded 
on  the  22nd  and  23rd  and  made  conditions  even  more  critical  for  the  animals* 
Tower  Falls  reported  31  inches  of  snow  on  the  ground  at  the  end   of  the  month, 
which  is  considerably  above  normal  and  only  slightly  under  the  near-record 
figure  of  36  inohes  at  the  end  of  January  19^3  • 

Forest  Fire  Protection.     The  Annual  Forestry  Report  was  submitted  to 
the  Region  Two  office. 

A  memorandum  was  sent  to  the  Regional  office  tentatively  scheduling  the 
fire  sohool  for  April  26,  27  and  28.     A  list  of  suggested  subjects  was 
offered  for  their  canraent. 

Two  Osborne  fire  finders  and  two  pneumatic  flame  throwers  were  ordered 
during  the  month. 

Letters  were  sent  to  several  prospective  fire  control  aids  in  answer 
to  their  inquiries.      Only  men  with  outstanding  qualifications  were  corres- 
ponded with  as  it   is  thought  enough  of  last  year»s  employees  will  return  this 
season  to  make  it  necessary  to  fill  only  a  few  positions. 
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Trails.     170  copies  of  *  pocket  manual   for  trail  maintenance  personnel, 
prepared  "by  Assistant  Chief  Ranger     illiam  S.  Chapman,  were  assembled  and  bound 
and  are  ready  for  use  during  the  coming  seaaon*     Trail  equipment  inventories 
and  trail  equipment  requirement  reports  were  submitted  to  the  Park  Engineer. 


Personnel.     Ladd  S.  Shorey,   rurohasing  Clerk,  CAF-6,  trans ferred  to  the 
position  of  Procurement  Officer,  CAF-7,   Bureau  of  Reclamation,  Rlverton  Project, 
Eiverton,    Wyoming,  affootivo  January  10. 

Francis  P.  Roy lance,  Senior  Property  Clerk,   CAF-5»  transferred  to  the 
position  of  Property  and  Supply  Supervisor,   CAP-7,  Bureau  of  )  scleras t ion, 
Riverten  Project,  Rlverton,   Wyoming,   effective  January  10. 

John  tf.   Banfield,   Proparty  Clerk,  CAF-4*    transferred  to  the  position  of 
Property  Clerk,   CAF-5*   Bureau  of  Reclamation,  Riverton  Project,  Biverton, 
Wyoming,  effective  January  10 • 

Willard  U*  Chase  transferred  to  the  position  of   Purchasing  Clark,  CAF-7, 
Yellowstone  Sationel  Park,   frost  the  position  of  Clerk,  ,   Zion  National 

Park,   effective  January  B3t« 

Robert  J.  Carr,   %rehoueeman-Truok  ttrlver,  CAF-$,  was  promoted  to  Property 
Clerk,  CAF-U,  effective  January  25. 

Miscellaneous.     The  annual  election  meeting  of  the  Rational   Federation  of 
Federal   Ssployees,  Local  1*65,  ***  hald  la  the  Canteen  Building  January  f«     Hew 
officers  for  19^9  are  as  follows t     John  Jay,   Presidents   graaat  R  *  Anderson, 
vice  President*  Willis  Stanton,  Secretary-Treasurer;  Charles  Manning,   Querdj 
Executive  Cosaaittee,  J.  Stanley  Fillmore,   Frank  F.  Koweki,  Rudolf  L.  Grimm,  and 
Raymond  T.   O'Donnell. 

The  placing  of  window  draperies,  which  was  completed  January  7*  has  been 
a  great  improvement  in  the  Mammoth  Chapel. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Federal  Credit  Union  was  held  January  21*  in  the 
Canteen  Building.     Business  Included  the  election  of  new  officers. 

A  son,   Silliaa  Sdeard,  was  born  to  Storekeeper  CAF-j>  and  Kra.    William  A. 
Biestoeh  at  the  Park  Hospital  in  Livingston  on  January  23.     The  new  arrival  is 
the  grandson  of  Foreman  ^lumber  Herman  H.  Blaatooh. 


Tr<sd  T.  Johnston, 
Acting  Superintendent. 
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